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some contraction of the pupil and possibly some retraction of
the globe, together with slight drooping of the upper lid. They
are more noticeable in cases of unilateral operation, removal of
one ganglion, than where b oth have been extirpated ; indeed,
in these latter cases the deformity is scarcely visible. Intra-ocular
changes scarcely occur. We have this statement on the authority
of Mr. Edgar A. Browne, whose report on eleven cases is tabu
lated on pp. 110-112. In three cases the powers of dilatation
and contraction of the pupils do not seem to have been quite
normal. It is of interest to compare the actual results of the
operation with the experimental results obtained on animals of
section of the cord of the sympathetic or removal of the upper
ganglia. These results are given on pp. 108,109. No changes
in the urine followed the operation (p. 116) ; no noticeable
changes in the temperature or vascularity of the surface were
observed ; no changes in the pulse. Dr. Alexander records an
increased vascularity of the pia mater in two of the cases which
died ; but this would be difficult to establish, and must be
taken cum grano. The author concludes that the operation
probably acts by improving the nutrition of the brain.

Speaking as a surgeon, Dr. Alexander finds little value from
the use even of bromides, though he does not deny their power
to control the explosions. On page 142 he says : " So far as a
cure is concerned, bromide is, as it is generally administered,
the curse of epilepsy."

Other methods of treatment are touched upon, e.g., the
author's percussion and galvanization of the spine. In Chapter

X. the general management of epileptics is considered, and
insistence is made that homes for epileptics should be estab
lished. This suggestion is well worthy of consideration. In
the same chapter he describes the home for epileptics at Biele
feld, in Westphalia ; this would appear to be a most valuable
institution.

We cannot reject another string to the bow in the treatment
of epilepsy. We would, therefore, urge upon physicians and
surgeons that they should weigh well this proposed new method.
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We have in a former number of the Journal reviewed the
interesting work by Professor Bernheim, " On the Treatment
of Disease by Suggestion," and we have indicated the stand-
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point of the Nancy School of Hypnotism (Journal, January,
1889). Dr. Tuckey's little book is a rapid exposition of the

same principles, and it is therefore unnecessary to enter at
any length upon the consideration of the general character
of this development and extension of the doctrines of Mr.
Braid. Animal magnetism is, of course, entirely excluded
from playing any part in the remarkable effects sometimes
witnessed by acting continuously and systematically upon
the mind of the subject by suggestions, calculated to excite
expectation of recovery from disease or the amelioration of
pain. It is obvious that any mode of treatment which aims
at mental influence may be abused, and it cannot be denied
that there is a danger of a number of lay persons attempt
ing to cure disease by playing upon the most delicateinstrument which can be subjected to another's influence.

To what extent medical men will find that they can employ
this system of suggestion in their practice is still doubtful.
One thing is certain, that if it is to be kept from the hands
of charlatans, it must be studied and applied by men belong
ing to, or under the immediate guidance of the members of
the medical profession. Dr. LiÃ©beaultand Professor Bern-
heiin have pursued an honourable course, and have done
nothing to bring discredit upon this special form of treat
ment. Dr. Tuckey, who has dedicated his treatise to the
former, has produced a very readable book, and no doubt
has helped to increase the interest ielt in the subject of the
treatment of disease by suggestion in this country. It
remains to be seen to what extent this system can be
successfully applied to tbe treatment of mental disorders.
We fear that up to the present time the number of cases of
insanity permanently benefited has been of a, very limited
character, and we regret to find from Professor Bernheim
himself that he has been greatly disappointed in this par
ticular. We shall, perhaps, be better able to form an opinion
on this subject after listening to the paper to be read in
August at Leeds, by Dr. Voisin, " On Hypnotism in especial
Eelation to the Treatment of the Insane," and after the dis

cussion to which it will, no doubt, give rise.


